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Making a Name

For voice and keyboard

Words by Simon Armitage

Music by Nigel Morgan

About the Music

Making a Name was commissioned by Yorkshire Sculpture Park to celebrate the
launch of the Centre, June 2002.

Nigel Morgan's setting of Making a Name was commissioned to celebrate the first
anniversary of the launch of the Centre on 14 June 2003.

The musical setting is entirely derived from the name Simon Armitage using the
Macintosh application Symbolic Composer to make the transformations into pitch
and rhythm. The poet's christian name and surname share surprisingly similar
melodic contours: to see and hear these look at the right hand part of the keyboard
score between bars 9 and 11 where the sequence of letters to pitches is presented
exactly 'as is'. Letters outside the 12 notes of the chromatic octave are transposed
down to 'fit' inside a chromatic scale starting on F:

S i m o n reads B C# F G F#.
A r m i t a g e reads F Bb F C# C F B A.

The keyboard part is designed for the very special timbral qualities of a good
electric piano, if possible a Fender Rhodes instrument. With care the part will
work equally well on a concert piano or harpsichord.
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Making a Name

Here is a name - it is your name for life.
Loop it around your ears and toes - it works
like puppet strings, like radio control.
Try it for sound - slide it between your teeth.

Stitch that name into your socks and vest.
Sketch the shape of your name with a felt tip.
Will it float or fly, or should it be screwed
to an office door, propped on a desk?

Once we were named by our quicks and kinks,
known by our lazy-eyes, our hair-lips.
Once we were named by the knack pf our hands:
we were fletchers, bakers, coopers and smiths.

Don't sell your name to a man in a bar!
Don't leave your name in a purse on the beach!
Don't wait for a blue plaque - get yourself known
with glitter and glue, in wrought ironwork;

sign your autograph with a laser-pen
on the face of the moon. Here is your name
and a lifetime only to make it your own.
Then the mason takes it, sets it in stone.

© Simon Armitage 2002
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